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Instead of improving their economic condition by profit-sharing, any general adoption of the scheme would lower the status of the workers and confirm their servitude.
There is another aspect of the matter, and a vitally important one. Profit-sharing would destroy unionism.
The interests of the workers would be split up and divided among unrelated commercial enterprises, many of them in actual competition with one another. No longer would they be bound together for the redress of wrongs suffered in common and the assertion of rights demanded in common.
They would be rivals in business and all their hopes would center on pushing the particular concern with which they were associated, thus rendering vastly more difficult any united purpose.
Unionism would disappear, and with unionism the most powerful factor making for the progress of the race.
This is a feature of profit sharing that will commend it to capitalists, because the progress of the race means the elimination of their class dominance and the establishment of an industrial commonwealth in which they would have no function to perform.
But it would be disastrous for the workers, riveting upon them the chains of slavery and stripping them of their historic mission of carrying on the evolution of society and, by liberating themselves, setting free mankind.
A big Australian firm recently announced its intention of putting its employes on a profit-sharing footing, its managing director declaring that in this method lay the solution of the industrial problem.
That many other firms will follow suit, when the labor situation will be pregnant with revolutionary possibilities, there can be little doubt.
The workers must be on their guard against this cunning mid plausible confidence trick. Nothing is for their good that disperses their interests in a thousand different directions, instead of concentrating them on one desired goal.
The industrial problem will never be solved till capital ceases to be regarded as an active participant in production, rightly demanding profits, and becomes what it really is, a mere instrument in the hands of labor, no more entitled to dividends than a pick or a shovel.